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Appl. No. 10/068,773 

Amendment, dated November 4, 2003 

Reply to: Office Action Dated July 7, 2003 

Amendments to the Claims; 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 



1 . (currently amended) A drip absorption mat to be laid under a drip-oozing food 
comprising: 

10 an absorption sheet confi|Erured to absorb drips; and 

a porous surface sheet airanged ovei adjoining the absorption sheet, and having a 
first side facing said absorption sheet and a second side configured to adjoin in contact 
witii the food; 

wherein said drip absorption mat prevents is configured to prevent color 
1 5 deterioration on a rear side of the food in contact witli adjoining said porous surface sheet 
by adjusting augmenting the breathability of said absorption sheet in both the horizontal 
and depth thickness directions. 

2. (currently amended) A drip absorption mat according to Claim 1; 

20 wherein said absorption sheet comprises a piece of non-woven fabric having a 

thickness in the range from of 0.3 mm to 3.0 mm. 

3. (currently amended) A drip absorption ma t, for use with a trav configured with 
a mounting surface on which the food is to be placed, according to Claim 1; 

25 wherein said drip absorption mat is configured as a tray mat to be laid on a the 

mounting surface of a the tray on which the drip-oozing food is placed between the trav 
and the food . 

4. (currently amended) A drip absorption mat to be laid under a drip-oozing food 
30 comprising: 

an absorption sheet configured to absorb drips; and 

a porous surface sheet aiTanged o ver adjoining the absorption sheet, and having a 
first side facing the absorption sheet and a second side configured to adjoin in contact with 
the food; 
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wherein the drip absorption mat is characterized by a ventilation resistance^ vaktc 
of said drip absoiption mat in the depth in the thickness directio n, that does not exceed 
LOOKpas/m. 

5 5. (currently amended) A drip absorption mat according to Claim 4; 

wherein a ventilation resistance value of said porous surface sheet in the dcptli 
thickness direction does not exceed 0.20 Kpa s/m. 

6. (currently amended) A drip absorption mat according to Claim 4; 

10 wherein said absorption sheet comprises a piece of non-woven fabric having a 

thickness in the range fimn of 0.3 mm to 3.0 mm. 

7. (currently amended) A drip absorption ma t, for use with a trav configured with 
a mounting surface on which the food is to be placed, according to Claim 4; 

1 5 wherein said drip absorption mat is configured as a tray mat to be laid on a the 

mounting surface of a ttie tray between the trav and the food o n wliich tlic di - ip-o o zmg 
food is placed . 

8. (currently amended) A drip absorption mat according to Claim 4; 

20 wherein a ventilation resistance value of said drip absorption mat in th e is 

characterized by a ventilation resistance value in a horizontal direction that does not 
exceed 0.20 Kpa s/m when the resistance is measured by the foll o wing test method, 
wherein a test methodology, comprising : 

laying a plurality of drip absorption mats ai ' e laid one on top of another to build a 
25 drip absorption mat stack; 

, from which excising a cylinder of 28 mm in diameter and 5.0 mm thick in the 
direction of layering is excised ; and 

aerating said cylindrically excised drip absorption mat stack is aerated in the 
horizontal directio n of the di - ip absorption mat . 

30 

9. (currently amended) A drip absorption mat according to Claim 8; 
wherein said absorption sheet comprises a p iece of non-woven fabric having a 

thickness in the range from of 0.3 mm to 3.0 mm. 
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10. (currently amended) A drip absorption ma t, for use with a trav configured 
with a mounting surface on which the food is to be placed, according to Claim 8; 

wherein said drip absorption mat is configured as a tray mat to be laid on a flie 
mounting surface of a ttie tray between the trav and the food on wliich the di - ip-o o ziug 
5 f o od is placed . 

1 1 . (currently amended) A drip absorption mat to be laid under a drip-oozing food 
comprising: 

an absorption sheet configured to absorb drips; and 
10 a porous surface sheet ar r ang e d over adjoining the absorption sheet, and having a 

first side facing the absorption sheet and a second side configured to adjoin in c o ntact witli 
the food; 

wherein said porous surface sheet comprises a film having a pluralitv of 
protmsions. each protrusion having a convex side and a concave side c o ncabity shaped 
15 midulati o ns ; 

wherein a hollow cavity is formed in adjacent the protrusion on the convex po r tion 
side: and 

wherein a pore is provided at the bottom of said concavity p o rtion to form concave 
side such that the protrusion forms a minute aperture. 

20 

12. (currently amended) A drip-absorption mat according to Claim 11; 
wherein an end portion of a terminal portion of said porous surface sheet is in 

contact with the absorption sheet, and in contact with said abs or ption sheet mat fr aming 
said aperture is notched so as to facilitate easy air flow between the hollow cavity and the 
25 aperture in th e horizontal direc t i o n . 

13. (currently amended) A drip absorption mat according to Claim 11; 
wherein said minute aperture is tapered with an opening of larger diameter on the a 

side configured to adioin c o ntact side with the food. 

30 

14. (currently amended) A drip absorption mat according to Claim 1 1 ; 
wherein said absorption sheet and said porous surface sheet are adhered with to 

each other with o ut cl o gging in a manner that does not clog said minute aperture provided 
o n said p o reus surface shee t. 
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15. (currently amended) A drip absorption mat according to Claim 14; 
wherein the absorption and porous surface sheets are glued either at dots or in a 

Une. 

16. (currently amended) A drip absorption ma t, for use with a trav configured 
with a mounting surface on which the food is to be placed, according to Claim 15; 

wherein said drip absorption mat is configured as a tray mat to be laid on a the 
mounting surface of a the tray between the trav and the food o n wliich the di ' ip-o o zing 
fo od is placed . 

17. (currently amended) A drip absorption mat according to Claim 1 1 ; 
wherein said fihn o f said por o us surface sheet shares not e xceeding protrusions 

comprise not more than 30% of the total space occupied by area of said porous surface 
sheet. 

18. (original) A drip absorption mat according to Claim 11; 
wherein the nxmiber of said apertures is not below 20 per 1 cm^. 

19. (currently amended) A drip absorption mat according to Claim 1 1 ; 
wherein the ventilati o n r e sistance value of said drip absorption mat in the is 

characterized by a ventilation resistance value in a horizontal direction that does not 
exceed 0.20 Kpa s/m when measured by the following test meth o d, wherein a test 
methodology, comprising : 

laying a plurality of drip absorption mats arc laid with one on top of another to 
build a drip absorption mat stack; 

, fr om wliich excising a cylinder of 28 mm in diameter and 5.0 mm thick in the 
direction of layering being excised ; and 

aerating said cylindrically excised drip absorption mat stack b e ing a e rated in the 
horizontal directio n of the drip absorpti o n mat . 
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20. (currently amended) A drip absorption mat , for use with a trav configured 
with a moimting surface on which the food is to be placed, according to Claim 11; 

wherein said drip absorption mat is configured as a tray mat to be laid on the 
mounting surface of a ti[ie tray between the trav and the food o n wliich the drip-oozing 
5 f oo d is placed . 

21. (new) An absorption mat for receiving food item oozing liquid, comprising: 
an absorption sheet configured to absorb liquid; and 

a porous surface sheet adjoining the absorption sheet, and having a first side facing 
10 the absorption sheet and a second side for adjoining the food item, the first side defining a 
cavity between the absorption sheet and the surface sheet; 

wherein the surface sheet is configured to support the food item while maintaining 
the cavity between the absorption sheet and the surface sheet; and 

wherein the surface sheet defines pores that allow liquid firom the food item to flow 
15 through to the absorption sheet. 
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